High-dose consolidation with local radiation and bone marrow rescue in patients with advanced neuroblastoma.
Twenty-six children with advanced neuroblastoma were consolidated with cisplatin, BCNU, etoposide, melphalan, 21 Gy of local radiotherapy, and bone marrow rescue in a multicenter study. All patients were over 1 year of age at diagnosis. Twenty-two patients were treated in first complete or partial remission and four in second complete or partial remission. Hematologic rescue was autologous (n = 23), allogeneic (n = 2), or syngeneic (n = 1). Extrahematological toxicity involved primarily the gastrointestinal mucosa. Among five fatal toxicities, three included intestinal hemorrhage. Fourteen patients relapsed after BMT, four of them at the primary site. Seven children survive progression-free after 16-56 months. These results are essentially not different from a single-center study with the same protocol or from other published studies. The value of megatherapy for patients with advanced neuroblastoma or for a subgroup of them can only be established on a larger number of patients than most national trials accrue.